
Fieldwork in the African American Community 
Lehman College Africana Studies 470 

http://blackcommunitycourse.wordpress.com 
 

Spring 2021 
Section XW81: 3 credits, 3 Hours (Seminar + Fieldwork) 
Instructor: Henry (Hank)Williams 
Hank.Williams@Lehman.cuny.edu 
On Campus Office Location: Carman 398 (No on-campus meetings for Spring ’21) 
Virtual Office: Tuesday 7-8; Thursday 5-7 or by appointment 
Course Location: Online + selected Tuesdays: 6-8 PM Video session via Zoom 
Zoom class session info: Meeting ID: 856 9120 4011 Passcode: 427610 
 
General Description: Supervised placement in community service agencies and institutions. 
 
Detailed Description: This course is the classroom component for those working with a community 
organization in some capacity. It will support the work and provide a theoretical component to Lehman 
Africana Studies majors doing work with organizations serving the Black community. The goal of this 
course is to think critically about what it means to serve the community and practically deal with issues that 
one needs to be aware of or that may arise. We will investigate issues of community control and what it 
means for Black communities to develop power using an African centered framework of analysis. 
 
Requirements: approx. 4 hours/week fieldwork assignment for 8 weeks (approx. 32 hours total), regular 
attendance (See below), active participation in (and preparation for) class discussions, one short written 
preliminary report of fieldwork placement, one interview of an official at fieldwork site, one in-class group 
presentation, one in-class final presentation of fieldwork experience, and one 10-15 pp. final paper on your 
fieldwork placement. Detailed descriptions of the assignments will be handed out in class and posted 
online. 
 
Fieldwork: Part of the course requirement is weekly work with a community based or nonprofit 
organization that does work in the Black community or has some sort of community focus and is approved 
by the instructor. The commitment is approximately 4 hours per week during March and April. We do this 
on the honor system, but note that you will be required to write up your experience for the final paper and 
presentation. You can select any area of concern within the community and the instructor can make some 
suggestions. Assignments must be approved by the instructor. 
 
Fieldwork Assignments Guidelines  
 
Note: for the spring 2021 semester, fieldwork assignments must be completed primarily remotely. The key 
part of this course is practical experience working with an organization trying to solve issues that exist 
within the Black community. You are free to choose what issues you focus on as well as find an 
organization that is near where you live or work, if possible. With that in mind, there are a few ground 
rules. 

• Organizations must be community-based or not-for-profit 

• Should help build power of community people, not just provide service 
• Your regular job generally does not apply, even if it is at a nonprofit.  
• Student teaching does not apply either 
• The organization must be focused toward the Black community (broadly defined): including 

Dominican and Puerto Rican diaspora 
• Soup kitchens and similar charity work does not count. It’s good work, but not meant to empower 

the community (Look for organizations doing food justice work instead.) 
• Faith-based youth or community groups count; proselytizing does not. (e.g a church or mosque’s 

youth mentoring group is fine; leading Sunday School sessions isn’t.) 
• You should spend approximately 4 hours/week. We do this on the honor system, though note that 

you will need to write up your experience at the end of the course. 

• Your assignment must be approved by the professor 



• You can choose the area of work that you do 

Spring 2021 optoons: 
 
Yonkers Community Development and Governance Council. http://cgdcny.org/ Run by a Lehman alum 
7 located in Getty Sq, downtown Yonkers next to the Metro-North Station and where all the buses stop.  
While We’re Still Here: Harlem-based arts and historical preservation group 
https://whilewearestillhere.org/  
International African Arts Festival: Annual summer African cultural and arts celebration held in 
Brooklyn. https://iaafestival.org 

Black Veg Fest: Organization working on food justice issues and promoting vegan food in Black 
communities for environmental, health, and compassion. https://blackvegfest.org  
 
Attendance and Punctuality: We meet very few times during the semester, so committing to the bi-
monthly Zoom meetings is important. There will also be at least one individual conference scheduled at a 
convenient time for the instructor and student. Times for remote fieldwork are generally negotiated with 
your fieldwork organization. 
 
Grading: Will be based on an average of short papers (30%), final presentation (30% ) and final paper 
(40%). All assignments must be handed in—period. Assignments not handed in at all will be assigned 
failing grades. Talk to me if you’re having some kind of serious problem completing the work and I’ll try 
to work out a plan that satisfies us both. You will be asked to revise and resubmit papers that are unclear 
and/or have serious structural problems.  
 
Communication: e-mail is the best way to contact me and I check it often and will return messages within 
a day, except for weekends. Note that this course does not use Blackboard. You should bookmark the 
course website http://blackcommunitycourse.wordpress.com and follow the simple directions to sign up 
for e-mail notification of new posts. The password for pages with Readings is 2021. You can access this 
from anywhere, including phones and tablet computers and do not need to log-in or use any special 
software.  
 
Policy on Plagiarism: In reality, this is a simple proposition. You should do your own work and be sure to 
properly cite sources for any ideas, words, or thoughts that are not your own or are not common 
knowledge, even if you are summarizing info you have read elsewhere. I have found that plagiarism 
primarily happens for 2 reasons: either students don’t allow enough time to complete assignments or they 
think their work will not be good enough. Reason #1 is not a good one, but you should discuss this with me 
if you are having time problems rather than resort to cheating. Reason #2 is an even worse proposition. In 
this class, if you think, make a good effort, and do your best, you will be fine. Your own work will be good 
enough. If you present work that is not your own, you will fail the assignment and possibly the entire 
course. Note that college penalties for this can be as severe as expulsion from the college.  
 
Course Objectives. Students will: 
 
• Interpret and critically evaluate issues necessary to successfully work in the Black 

community. 
• Demonstrate critical understanding of current news and events that may affect 

community fieldwork. 
• Write clear and effective reports of their experiences. 
 
Course Goals. Students will: 
 
• Write analytically and creatively, that is to express ideas clearly and incisively in their writing in ways 

required both inside and outside of the academy. 
• Refine presentation and verbal communication skills useful in a broad range of contexts. 



• Use effectively a range of writing, reading, and research strategies applicable to multiple disciplines. 
 
Accommodating Disabilities 

Lehman College is committed to providing access to all programs and curricula to all students.  Students 
with disabilities who may require any special considerations should register with the Office of Student 
Disability Services in order to submit official paperwork to instructor. 

For more information, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services, Shuster Hall, Room 238, 
718-960-8441. For detailed information on services and resources visit: http://www.lehman.edu/student-
disability-services/ , or email: disability.services@lehman.cuny.edu.   

Tutoring Services 

Lehman College’s Instructional Support Services Program (ISSP) is home of the Academic Center for 
Excellence (ACE) and Science Learning Center (SLC).  Both offer students an array of activities and 
services designed to support classroom learning.  Open to students at any level, there are individual, small 
group, and/or workshop sessions designed to improve “proficiency in writing, reading, research, and 
particular academic subject areas.  Computer-assisted writing/language tutorial programs are also 
available,” as well as individual tutors, workshops and tutors. 

To obtain more information about the ACE and the SLC, please visit Old Gym, Room 205 or 
http://www.lehman.edu/academics/instructional-support-services/humanities-tutoring.php or call ACE at 
718-960-8175, and SLC at 718-960-7707. 

Regular tutoring hours for fall & spring semesters are: M—T 10 a.m.-7 p.m., and Sat. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  

Library Tutors are also available in the Library.  These tutors offer help with Library resources and 
computers. 

Required Text 
 
Amos Wilson. Blueprint for Black Power: A Moral, Political, and Economic Imperative for the Twenty-
First Century. New York: Afrikan World Info Systems, 1998. ISBN 1-879164-06-X   $48.00  
 
Recommended: The Amsterdam News newspaper. Published weekly on Thursdays.  
Most subway station newsstands carry it. Note: you can also subscribe: see details on their  
website or in the paper.  
 
Recommended: The Final Call newspaper. Published weekly on Tuesdays by the Nation of Islam. Copies  
are available at select subway newsstands on the 8th Ave line and on 125th St. It is much more than the  
NOI’s promotional outlet. It features a selection of news of global importance to the Black world every week. 
 
Additional material will be distributed via the course website: http://blackcommunitycourse.wordpress.com 
 
Course outline and key dates: see the course site for specific weekly assignments. We will also have 
guest speakers on certain dates to be announced later. 
 
Session 1: Power and organization 
 
Tuesday, February 16: Wilson, Blueprint, chapters 1 (“What is Power?”) and 2 (“Organization and 
Ethnic Resources”) 
 
Course introduction, expectations, and background.  
 
Session 2: power’s social-cultural origins 
 
Tuesday, February 23: Wilson, Blueprint, chapter 3 (“Social and Cultural Origins of Power”) 
 



March-April: Fieldwork with selected community organization 
 
Session 3: Leadership and political orientation 
 
Tuesday, March 9: Wilson, Blueprint, Chapter 31, (“The Crisis of Leadership”): pages 824-859. 
 
Session 4: Class and power 
 
Tuesday, March 23: Wilson, Blueprint, Chapter 7 (“Class, Race, and Power in America”) 
 
CUNY Spring Break: March 27-April 4 
 
Session 5: Class and power 
 
Tuesday, April 6: Wilson, Blueprint, 8 (“The Power Process of the Ruling Class”) 
 
Session 6: Formation of public policy 
 
Tuesday, April 20: Wilson, Blueprint, Chapter 9 (“The Policy Formation Process”) 
 
Session 7: Selection of political candidates 
 
Tuesday, May 4: Wilson, Blueprint, Chapter 10 (“The Candidate Selection Process”) 
 
Session 8: Final presentations and reflection 
 
Tuesday, May 11: Last class meeting. Final student presentations, reflection 
 
Final papers due  
 
  


