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Africana Fieldwork Alternate Final Paper 
 
This paper should analyze the Black Panther Party as a case study for fieldwork in the Black 
community based primarily on Stanley Nelson’s documentary film The Black Panthers: 
Vanguard of the Revolution and select additional sources. The film will be available to stream for 
free on the course website. Look under the “film” page using the password 2021. 
 
Topic and Approach 
 
In this paper, you will discuss your work with the organization and focus on three aspects: 
 
• Analysis of how they served the Black community, based on Nelson and other sources 
• SWOT analysis (described in the section below)  
• Chapters from Amos Wilson’s Blueprint for Black Power as a framework for assessing their 

effectiveness in serving the Black community 
 

Begin your paper by briefly introducing the specific programs and initiatives the Black Panther 
Party used to serve the community as described in Nelson’s documentary film. (Note: the BPP 
had many programs designed to serve the various communities they operated in. You can list 
them all but focus your analysis on two at the most to keep the paper manageable.) Focus on:  
 
• Specific examples of success or failure in organizing/outreach activities  

 
Next, analyze their effectiveness as an organization serving the Black community using the 
framework of SWOT Analysis, described below: 
 

o How well they appeared to serve the Black intended community and/or fulfill 
organizational goals? 

o What were their strengths? 
o What were their weaknesses? 
o What threats were there to their organizational survival and how well did they deal 

with them? What can we learn from their experience?  
 
Base the above on what you see in Nelson’s film and selected sources. It will necessarily be 
subjective (your opinion), but try to use specific examples of things you observe to support your 
assertions.  
 
Finally, analyze the organization using the concepts in Amos Wilson’s Blueprint for Black 
Power. Evaluate how well you feel the organization works in building power in the Black 
community/ nation using points from at least 2 chapters of Blueprint. 

 
Additionally, you can incorporate (and cite) info from other sources. Focus only on the following: 
 
• Primary sources (e.g. interviews/talks from former members, either printed, video, or 

recorded) 
• Secondary sources (e.g. articles) written by members or historians/scholars who’ve written 

about the party. Do not use random internet sources or Wikipedia! The information there 
is often unreliable or the people may not know what they’re talking about 

 



The paper should be written in a narrative format (meaning full sentences and paragraphs, not 
bullet points). You may use subheads to define specific sections if you choose to.  
 
Format: 
 
• Follow the APA or MLA guidelines carefully for format.  
• Papers should be approximately 5-8 pages in length (plus a works cited/references page), 

typed double space, 12 point Times font (this is Times) and 1” margins  
• Pages should be numbered in the top right corner. 
• Cover pages are unnecessary.  
 
Sources and citations 
 
Citations from outside sources should be done using either the American Psychological 
Association (APA) or the Modern Language Association (MLA) format. All sources should be 
listed on a references or works cited page at the end of the paper according to your chosen 
citation format.  
 
Deadline: Monday May 24 via the Dropbox link on the Paper Submissions page on the course 
website (blackcommunitycourse.wordpress.com). Please save files formatted as MS Word (.doc 
or .docx). Avoid sending links to Google or MS Word online docs: I can’t read those if you 
haven’t set the permissions properly. Download them instead (File > download as) and upload to 
the Dropbox link.  
 
Grading: Will be on the scale of A-F and based on: 
• Thoroughness of explanation and use of examples,  
• Clarity and style of writing, mechanics (punctuation, spelling, correct word choice),  
• Proper use of sources (including citations).  
• Inclusion of interview quotes/summary and proper citation of it. 
• Strength of analysis using Wilson’s framework in Blueprint 

 
Pay proper attention to detail and answer the above questions as clearly as possible. 
 
 


